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The students task was to create the project documentation for the realisation of building, 
more generally for that of a family residence. The building had to be designed in a way that it 
would make it possible for a family to live in comfortably. 

Mr. Mikus simply speaking took this task very seriously. The model family he was 
designing the family residence wanted to live in a sustainable, ecological building. Thus the 
choice of building material fell on straw bales. 

Although straw bales are partially load bearing, there is still necessary to design a hidden 
primary structure. Since straw bales are unstable with respect to dimensions the students 
choice fell onto timber frame. Because the straw bales are not allowed to get wet, the building 
is placed onto foundation pads jutting out of the terrain, whereas the air left behind allows the 
structure to ventilate. To protect the interior from the top the building is protects by a saddle 
roof covered with reed.  

So that the family might use every inch of space comfortably the spaces are located on two 
floors. First floor includes the terrace, kitchen, living room. The second the living quarters. 

Altogether the work is nicely done, although it would still require some time for it to be 
finished properly. Mr. Mikus’s absence from the school grounds because of an Erasmus+ stay 
made it impossible for him to consult properly and had to solve the issues by himself. The 
student took part in the contest “Studentské vědecké a odborné činnosti” with the presented 
work and achieved 1st place in the section of Building Structures and Architecture. 

As for the evaluation, although it handles about an uncommon solution for the house and I 
would gladly evaluate it with an A/1, I still need to take into consideration that the work 
contains some mistakes and the lack of consultations. Therefore final evaluation is: 

 

 ECTS classification: C/2 

 

In Brno on the 8th of June 2015 ................................................... 

Signature 

Classification scale 

Class. scale ECTS A B C D E F 

Qualification 1 1,5 2 2,5 3 4 

 


