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1. Thesis Objectives 

The main objective of the research work stated in Chapter 4 is the development of a prototype MR 

(magnetorheological) damper (demonstrator) with a short response time for a space application. Another goal is 

the development of a methodology to aid the design process of fast MR actuators. Secondary objectives are 

related to the development of models of the damper: magnetic (steady-state, transient), hydraulic incl. 

experimental verification. Also, the author formulated three hypotheses to be verified during the course of the 

research study:  

• The ferrite material for the magnetic circuit of the MR damper will allow for designing  

an MR damper with a response time of approximately 4 ms. 

• The dynamic force range of the MR damper cannot be achieved more than 4 because the ferrite material 

has a low level of magnetic saturation. 

• The decrease of creation of eddy currents, which has significant effect on the response time, is possible 

by suitable structural modification which rapidly increases the electric resistivity in the flow path of 

eddy currents. 

The essence of the research problem stated by Mr M. Kubik is 1) the development of methodology for the design 

of fact-acting MR (magnetorheological) actuators for semi-active vibration isolation systems with a focus on 

space applications of this technology and 2) the design of a fast MR actuator suitable for a space application.  

In my opinion, the research problem is important and timely expecially in the context of potential industrial 

applications. The formulated engineering and research problems concern constrained optimization problems, i.e. 

designing an actuator that meets specific performance requirements in terms of both response time and dynamic 

range (force span). 

The research can be considered as original and valid.  

 

2. Analysis of the Thesis Contents 

The PhD thesis of Mr Kubik is a study on the development of an MR damper design that can be optimized in 

terms of both response time and turn-up ratio (dynamic range). 

The author's findings were documented on 112 pages including: summary, 9 chapters including Literature (94 

references), list of figures, 2 attachments (MR damper geometry, summary of measurements of a low carbon 

steel magnetisation curve). Chapter 1 is an introduction. In the chapter the author highlights the requirements  

for semi-active vibration isolation systems in terms of response time in particular from the point of view of space 

applications. Some fundamental knowledge on the development of MR fluids and its applications in civil 

engineerings, passenger vehicles is outlined as well. The author concludes the chapter with an explanation of his 

motivation for improving on previous attempts to develop a fast MR damper (response time below 4 ms and 

adequate dynamic range). Chapter 2 presents a state-of-the-art summary of vibration isolation systems.  
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The authors separates them into 3 categories: passsive, adaptive and semi-active vibration isolation systems. One 

important omission is the lack of active systems for vibration isolation. In particular the author provides a 

background information on the sky-hook algorithm and briefly compares the performance of a (sky-hook 

controlled) semi-active system against a passive systems in terms of transfer ratio (acceleration transmissibility). 

The author then proceeds to highlighting vibration isolation systems for space application in section 2.2. with a 

focus on the patented so-called D-Strut system. Brief description of the active D-Strut system is given there, too. 

The following sections provide a background information on MR fluids and its properties, fundamental operating 

modes and specifically on flow-mode MR dampers. At this point the author starts describing the configuration of 

a typical single tube gas-charged MR damper and its key design features, and provides definitions of the 

response time and the dynamic range, respectively. A discussion on key factors influencing the overall response 

time of an MR system is included too. The chapter is concluded with a high-level overview of methods for 

designing MR dampers with an emphasis on the reduction of eddy currents in the magnetic circuit of the 

dampers and increasing the dynamic range. Then, Chapter 3 contains an analysis and conclusion of the state-of-

the-art review. In the chapter again the author discusses the needs for developing a semi-active vibration 

isolation system and explains his reasons for using MR fluid based systems. The author's motivation was an 

adequate response time and dynamic range. The author refers to Chapter 2 for the discussion on the factors 

influencing the two performance metrics. In Chapter 4 the author formulates the key objectives and hypothesis 

of the doctorate research, and that is the design of an MR damper prototype with short response time for space 

applications. Other key questions of the author are related to the development of a method for the response time 

decrease, development of magnetostatic and transient models incl. their verification, development of the 

hydraulic bypass gap model incl. experimental verification and the verification of published hydraulic models. 

The author states three hypothesis related to the possibility of designing an MR damper with a ferrite core with a 

response time of 4 ms (Hypothesis 1) and achieving a high dynamic range (above 4) (Hypothesis 2). The third 

hypothesis concerns the possibility of structural modifications of the magnetic circuit in order to increase the 

effective resistivity (reduce eddy currents in the magnetic structure). The hypotheses and the thesis objectives 

were researched for by the author and the results published in several co-authored impact factor journals and in 

indexed conference proceedings. The material and the discussion are further demonstrated in Chapter 5 which 

contains the methodology for the development of MR dampers with a short response time and a high dynamic 

range. In sections from 5.1.1 to 5.1.3. the author presents the results of magnetostatic and transient analyses. The 

output of this modeling stage is verified through experiments. One important addition to the thesis is section 

5.1.3 in which means for reducing the eddy currents are analysed. section 5.2. includes a high-level description 

of the hydraulic analysis with a comparison of modeling data against the experiment. The thesis contents is 

further complemented by the material contained in Chapter 6. Apart from Chapter 8 (which is a compilation of 

the published papers by the author) this is the most important part of the thesis. The material that is contained in 

the chapter includes the required performance specification (performance target) for the MR damper/strut 

application followed by the description of the MR demonstrator and the MR valve (also highlighted in the co-

authored paper entitled "Design and testing of mangetorheological valve with fast response time and great 

dynamic range") with the explanation of test rig setup, testing conditions and experimental results incl. response 

time measurements, dynamic range estimate, acceleration transmissibility. In the chapter modeling data were 

compared against the experimental results. The author presents two MR valve geometries: one with a ferrite core 

(tested and modeled), and one with a high resistivity core made of Vacoflux 18 HR material (modeled). Finally, 

in Chapter 7 the author presents a conclusion of his research and discusses  main developments, namely, the 

development of an MR damper with a specific dynamic range and response time, structural modifications of the 

magnetic circuit of the damper for the purpose of eddy current reduction, steady-state and transient models of the 

valve incl. experimental verification, presentation of hydraulic models of the damper also incl. experimental 

verification. Chapter 8 is simply a list of published papers and a patent that were co-authored by Mr Kubik. The 

list includes 4 journal papers with a high IF (IF – Impact Factor) (min. 1.83), 6 indexed papers in conference 

proceedings, 4 conference papers and 1 patent. Chapter 9 is a list of references. The remaining material includes 

the list of figures and 2 attachments (appendices) incl. a fairly detailed description of an MR monotube damper 

(based on the automotive damper design by Delphi/BWI) and a description of measurements of B-H 

(magnetisation) curves of some of the materials used in the damper design process. The thesis is further 

complemented with the following journal papers/patent as atachments: 1) "Design and testing of 

magnetorheological valve with fast force response time and great dynamic force range", 2) "Struktura jádra 

obsahujícího pruty z feromagnetického materiálu a způsob jejího vytvoření", 3) "Hydraulic resistance of 

magnetorheological damper viscous bypass gap", 4) "Transient magnetic model of magnetorheological damper 

and its experimental verification".  



Faculty of Electrical and Computer Engineering 
ul. Warszawska 24 
31-155  Kraków, POLAND 

12 628 26 01, fax: 12 628 20 43  
e-0@pk.edu.pl 

www.wieik.pk.edu.pl 

 
 

 

 

Faculty of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering 

 

 

3. Evaluation 

With reference to the simulations and experimental results shown in Chapters 5, 6, 8 the main hypotheses that 

were stated at the beginning of the thesis were confirmed/verified. The structure of the thesis makes it difficult to 

follow, however, the sequence of research actions and the significance of the obtained solution can be understood 

from the presented material. To summarize, Mr Kubik presented a rather brief yet fundamental state-of-the-art 

review, correctly identified key factors influencing the dynamics of MR structures, carried out complex 

simulations of the magnetic circuit subjected to steady-state/transient inputs. In addition to that, he verified the 

results of the modeling stage through laboratory tests, designed or aided in the development of the test rig.  

The thesis contents has a substantial cognitive value, and it may provide guidelines in the area of design of semi-

active vibration isolation systems featuring fast-acting MR actuators. Another interesting aspect of the research is 

the problem of reducing the eddy currents in MR structures through structural modifications resulting in higher 

effective resistivity of the core material.  

Also, note the researcher’s skills in conducting a complex R&D experiment, adequate use of commercial 

software tools for numerical calculations (CFD, magnetics) and the analysis of the obtained results.  

The obtained results were published in top engineering journals, e.g. Smart Materials and Structures, a 

confirmation of quality of the research work. 

 

4. Comments & questions 

 Detailed questions 

• page.3. The word "lighter" should be explained with respect to the damper design, i.e. how or would the 

developed methods aid in the development of lighter structures of MR dampers? 

• p. 7. The work of dr Strecker et al. is not the only one that addresses the issue of response time in terms 

of aerospace applications - see e.g. Mikułowski's PhD thesis "Adaptive impact absorbers based on 

magnetorheological fluids". Please, comment. 

• p. 9. The CDC damper by ZF Sachs is a semi-active damper. 

• p. 9.  Note that adaptive vibration systems can be either semi-active or fully active (Citroen, Mercedes 

ABC). Most classifications of vibration isolation systems consider three categories: passive, semi-

active, active. 

• p. 14. Provide the reference for the data in Table 1. 

• p. 14. The gradient pinch mode could/should be mentioned as one of the operating modes of MR fluids. 

• p. 15. The sentence "...by electric current in the coil" is not correct. The fluid reacts to the magnetic 

field and not the current. 

• p. 16. Typical response time metrics are: 1) the time needed for the flux/force needed to achieve 63% of 

the steady-state level, 2) the time needed for the flux/force needed to achieve 90% (or 95%) of the 

steady-state level. In my opinion the importance of the 63% metrics is not that important. The 90% or 

95% time seems a better measure of the MR valve's dynamics as it accounts for both the coil dynamics 

as well as that of the eddy currents. The 63% response time better characterizes the primary response of 

the actuator whereas the 90 or 95% one the secondary one due to the eddy currents. 

• p. 17. Provide the reference for the 20 ms response time of MR dampers. 

• p. 22. The expression for the electromotive force U usually includes the "-" (minus) sign. 

• p. 23. Laminations can be used for building complicated geometries – see. e.g. the laminated valve 

design in "Insight into magnetorheological shock absorbers" by Gołdasz and Sapiński. 

• p. 24. Increasing the gap height may actually increase the dynamic force range. One good example is 

the MR valve design with multiple parallel flow paths which has a similar maximum force output as the 

single gap hardware but a low minimum force. Its effective dynamic range outperforms any other 

designs. 
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• p. 25. Actually, it is possible to measure the magnetic flux density in the active zone with MR fluid. 

That can be done through current & voltage measurements (coil voltage integration) or by using sensing 

coils. See e.g. the patent by Nehl and Gopalakrishnan "Direct flux controller for magnetorheological 

structures" or research on electric motors control algorithms. 

• p. 28. Provide the reference for the statement on the 70 N friction force exhibited by MR dampers. 

• p. 28. It should be stated that equations 2.8 – 2.10 are valid for low Re (Reynolds number) flow regimes 

only. At higher Re other effects should be accounted for (quadratic losses). 

• p. 29. Were other technologies considered for the project, e.g. piezoelectric actuators? 

• p. 34. Such statements as in the Hypothesis 2 (impossible to achieve better turn-up ratio than 4 with 

ferrite cores) are dangerous. It might be possible to design a valve with an improved dynamic range 

provided different criteria/packaging, et.c. What is the basis for this claim? Explain. 

• p. 40. The dependency shown in Figure 39 and 40 should be commented on in more detail.  

• p. 45. Provide the justification for designing MR valves with hydraulic bypasses. The primary reason 

for the presence of this feature in automotive actuators is passenger comfort. What is the reason for 

including that in your application? 

• p. 45. The methodology for designing MR valves with slot bypasses or thru-the-core bypasses was 

outlined, e.g. in the book "Insight into hydraulic shock absorbers" by J. Gołdasz (myself) and B. 

Sapiński (2015). 

• p. 49. The neighboring plots in Figure 54 have different units. The left plot is scaled in mm/s, whereas 

the right one in m/s. 

• p. 51. Explain the discrepancy in Figure 57. The Yang model is effective only at low Re flow regimes. 

• p. 51. Were other models considered in calculating the damper forces in Figure 57? 

• p. 54. Explain the statement in section 6.3 regarding the ferrite N95. Also, SMCs (Soft Magnetic 

Composite) may be suitable candidates. 

• p. 58. Explain the behaviour see in Figure 68 (green curve). 

• In the SMS paper “Design and testing of magnetorheological valve with fast response force time and 

great dynamic force range” provide the reference for equation 5. 

• Is the finite-element mesh used in the development of the transient magnetic model in the these (as well 

as the paper "Transient magnetic model of magnetorheological damper and its experimental 

verification") the same as used in the static model (see Figure 31) ? In general, in transient models the 

mesh distribution should be non-uniform due to the so-called skin effect. 

• p. 41. Provide the reference for the statement in section 5.1.3 regarding the low conductivity materials 

with low magnetic saturation. The range of materials suitable for fast-acting solenoids includes e.g. 

silicon steel alloys, cobalt steel alloys (Vacoflux 18HR), etc. 

 Editorial comments 

• English and grammar should be corrected. 

• Quality of the plots should be improved, e.g. 22, 25, 27, 31, 36, 53, etc. 

• Numbering of sections in Chapter 2 should be corrected 

 General questions 

• What is the theoretical limit for the response time for your application given force limits, and e.g. 

packaging? 

• What are the other limitations of the MR technology with respect to aerospace applications? 

• Is the 63% response time adequate for characterizing the dynamics of magnetic structures?  
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5. Publications 

• 4 co-authored publications with high impact factor 

•  6 co-authored conference papers that are indexed in Scopus or Web of Science databases. 

• 4 co-authored conference papers 

• 1 co-authored patent 

 

6. Conclusions 

 

In my opinion and with reference to the above mentioned results of the doctorate thesis by Mr Kubik the quality 

of the presented work (in the field of fast-acting MR actuators) can be considered as substantial. Again, in my 

opinion the specified goals were achieved. The research is valuable and thorough. The results can be translated 

into other application areas of MR actuators. Also, it should be appraised the researcher performed individually 

or as part of a research team complex investigations in the field of mechanics, flow simulations, magnetic 

simulations and data acquisition.  

The list of references publications (directly related to the thesis scope) includes 14 co-authored publications and 

1 co-authored patent of which the majority is related directly to the research topic of the thesis.  

The presented material is rid of substantial errors. The shortcomings stated in section 4 of the review do not 

undermine the quality of the obtained data. The material is very well documented. On the editorial side, the 

thesis is correct although quality of some presented images or illustrations leaves something to be desired. 

Although the author is not an English native speaker, the thesis should be double-checked for grammar and 

minor mistakes.  

To summarize, the material in the thesis has a clear application context aimed at the development of fast-acting 

MR actuators. Moreover, it can be extended to other application areas. I encourage the author to carry out further 

work in this research field. 

In my opinion the reviewed thesis meets the requirements for obtaining doctorate (Ph.D.) degree.  

I recommend it for presentation with the aim of receiving the degree. 

 

 

 

 

 
          /Janusz Gołdasz/ 

 


